
The Life of Joseph 

Fleeing the Scene of Temptation 
Genesis 39:1-20a 

 

 

Review: 

Family background 

Main characteristic of his Dad – pacifist, favoritism 

Pit was his greatest blessing 

 

Show video clip 

This morning we will be moving into chapter 39 

And we will be discussing a topic we really have never addressed in this class 

Sexual Purity 

 

Several point by way of Introduction: 

 

Discussing David’s sin w/ Bathsheba in Brian’s study – guys totally understood, women no way 

Women do not understand this issue, usual translation shows how completely they miss it 

1. This has nothing to do w/ attractivenss 

 

It is not important that you understand the issue, only that you know it exists and is overwhelmingly powerful 

It is not a personal issue you w/ 

Since this is true… 

2. Day to Day Confession in this area in the context of lust is not required 

 

In fact, I recommend once you have had a couple conversations about you look else where 

I can tell you now, only another man will understand your issue 

Brian and I 

3. As a woman, if you don’t just buy its existance, you cannot help 

Lin throwing out SI – didn’t beat me up, didn’t ruminate on attractiveness, knows it is simply an issue 

 

Let’s read the story now and try and understand what is going on, and how it is Joseph handled himself SO amazingly 

• 37:36, 39 

 

• 39:1-6 

What did God do through the pit?  Why?  Who is Potiphar and what does he represent?  What happened to Joseph once 

he got there?  Was it instantaneous?  Why did Joseph do so well?  Did Joseph have to tell Potiphar about his 

relationship with God?  When Joseph was in the pit, do you think it appeared that, “The Lord was with Joseph and he 

prospered?  What can you glean from this?  What process did Joseph have to go through to fit in? 

 

• 39:6b 

Why is this mentioned?  Is this significant? 

Only mentioned 4X ((Joseph, Saul, David, Absalom) 

 

• 39:7 

This phrase, “took notice of”, what do you think of this?  What is going on here?  Do you think she just saw him and 

walked up and said come to bed?  How long has this been going on?  What do you think is going on here?  Read 10a.  

Why is this happening to Joseph now? 

took notice actually speaks of inquiring about 

David and Bathsheba – next door neighbors, husband was one of his closest people (mighty men), might have had 

dinner together, a lot 

 

• 39:7-9 

 

1. Joseph knew who he was 



 

He knew his position, who His God was, who God was to Him 

If I were a young Christian friend, and I told you I wanted to walk w/ God, to walk thr straight and narrow, to do 

right…what would you tell me to do? 

Romans 6 

Alan McKay and Romans 6 

 

• 39:10 

When she came to Joseph, day after day after day after day, how did he handle it?  What DIDN’T Joseph do?  Why not? 

 

2. Don’t Reason with Temptation 

 

Had Joseph sinned when she was coming on to him?  Is this a significant distinction? 

Proverbs 7 

Killing cows – slow, nice morning, eating nice green alfalfa, then dead! 

 

• 39:11-16 

 

3. Flee, Flee, and Flee again 

 

 

• 39:16-20a 

 

What happened to Joseph as a result of his purity, respect, loyalty, and trust in God?  What do you make of this?  Can 

you relate to this?  I thought when you did the right thing everything was supposed to work out great?  Who was 

Potiphar?  Is there anything significant to the fact that he was thrown into prison? 

 


